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ACTION EUR-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-05 DRC-01 RSC-01 /014W 

016318 

R 301515Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5192 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS VALLETTA 0186 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, EIND, MT 

SUBJ: LABOR INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

REF: VALLETTA 728, APRIL 13, 1973 

1. ACCORDING TO A REPORT OF THE MALTA EMPLOYERS 
ASSOCIATION 27,000 MAN-DAYS WERE LOST AS A RESULT 
OF INDUSTRIAL ACTIONS IN MALTA DURING 1973. THIS 
REPRESENTS A NOTABLE INCREASE OVER THE PREVIOUS YEAR 
WHEN A RECORD LOW OF 14,600 WORK DAYS WERE LOST 
BECAUSE OF STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS. 

2. COMMENT: MANY OF THE DISPUTES WHICH AROSE IN 
MALTA DURING COURSE OF 1973 WERE INDIRECTLY A RESULT 
OF WORLDWIDE INFLATIONARY PRESSURE. DESPITE INCREASE 
IN INDUSTRIAL ACTIONS, LAST YEAR WAS STILL A COM- 
PARATIVELY CALM ONE IN THE HISTORY OF INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS IN MALTA. 27,000 MAN-HOURS IS A LOW 

FIGURE WHEN COMPARED TO THE 148,000 MAN-DAYS 
WHICH WERE LOST IN 1970, PRIOR TO PRESENT MLP 
ADMINISTRATION, BECAUSE OF STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS.GETZ 
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